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The Living History Project

Junior and Senior Infants

Past pupils of our school (who now
have children themselves in either

Junior or Senior Infants) came to the
classroom to share their memories of

their primary school years.

After the parents told their story, the
children got to ask lots of questions

and also recorded their favourite part
of the stories through art work.



Umar's Mam Emma planted a tree

when she was at this school.





Sara's Mam Gemma loved sports at
school.





Leon's Mam Harriet told us about how
the school has changed.





Cian's Dad Eoin liked playing basketball
and we like playing hopscotch.





Eddie's Aunties Cathy and Tina told us

about their time in the classroom.





Brooke's Mam Katie told us about a

lovely school tour.





Abbie's Mam Emily loved playing with
her friends in school.





Lucas' Mam Lisa played hopscotch in
school and we still play this game too!
She also remembers when the school

had only one prefab.





The Living History Project

First and Second Class

Past pupils of our school (who now
have children themselves in either First

or Second Class) came to the
classroom to share their memories of

their primary school years.

Through interviews, the children got to
ask lots of questions and also recorded

their favourite part of the stories
through art work and written work.



Interview with Shane



Extract from Interview:

Where did you go on school tours?

My favourite school tour was a trip to Curracloe

beach in Wexford. It was great fun. We spent

the day playing in the sand dunes.

What was your funniest memory from

school?

Taking part in school plays, particularly the

Nativity plays.

Have you any sad memories from your time

in Scoil Bhríde?

The saddest day for me was the day that I left

Scoil Bhríde and all my friends. Some of us

went to the CBS and some of us went to the

Tech. It was never the same again!



What was your favourite lunch?

We all used to get free sandwiches. They were

corned beef and the bread was always so fresh

and tasty.

Any advice for pupils?

Enjoy school, it's the best time of your life but

work hard while you are there. It will help you

get a good career.



Jake is preparing his questions for the

interview with a parent.



Stacey is also busy preparing for the

interview with a parent.



Interview with Patrice



Extract from Interview:

What activities did you do?

We used to play jump rope, hopscotch and if the boys were

playing we would play red rovers.  When I was in 6th class I

learned how to sew, do embroidery and how to cook.

What was the yard like?

It was the same yard but much bigger.  There was a basketball

court at the end and lots of grass where the prefabs are now.

We were allowed to play on the grass during the summer

months when the ground was dry.  When I started school here

there were no prefabs at all! There were only two junior infant

classes, two senior infant classes and two first classes in the

main building, so the yard was huge.

How many were in your school and how many were in

your class?

There were about 37 in my class and when I first started in this

school there were only about 100 pupils in the school in total.



Were drama, swimming and Active School Flag activities

when you were in school?

We had Speech and Drama when I was in school.  Miss Forde

used to teach us. We didn't have swimming lessons and the

Active School Flag wasn't running when I was in school.

How many whiteboards or blackboards did you have in the

school?

We had blackboards when we were in school.  There were no

whiteboards.  If you ask your grandparents about when they

were in school, cleaning the blackboard always meant you'd

misbehaved but when we were in school we loved cleaning

the board.  We were allowed to do it as a reward.  It meant

that when we went home in the evenings and our clothes were

covered in chalk dust our parents knew we'd been good that

day.

Did the school have a Computer Room?

The first computer to come into this school was when I was in

6th Class.



The Living History Project

Third and Fourth Classes

The children in Third and Fourth

Classes studied a variety of

school related artifacts

(objects of historical interest).

They completed project work

based on their chosen artefact.





 

                     The Blackboard

The blackboard was the first type of writing

board used in classrooms in the 20th century.

The blackboard was a rectangular or square shape.

This board had a black surface. The surface was

not magnetic. People used chalk to write on it.

A projector could not be connected to the

blackboard. If children wanted to watch video

clips, the classroom needed a separate t.v and

video player.

The frame of the blackboard was made of wood.

An object called a "duster" was used to clean the

chalk off the blackboard.



                         The Courtyard

The Courtyard is located in the centre of the

main school building.

It is beautifully decorated with flowering plants

and trees. It is furnished with stone tables and

benches to sit and relax in!

The Courtyard welcomes birds with many bird

feeders hanging on the walls. It also houses the

school wormery!

The Courtyard is a special place in our school

where we remember a wonderful teacher,

Mrs. Coughlan.







                    The Prefabs

Scoil Bhríde was built in 1986. Due to rising

numbers each year the school needed extra

classrooms in 1990 so they purchased their first

prefab.

As the years went on, more prefabs were

erected, some purchased and others rented.

There are currently eleven prefabs in the

school.

Each prefab has a number of classrooms.

Some prefabs have very spacious classrooms

while others have cramped classrooms.





               The School Bell

The school bell has been an important

aspect in all schools for many years. It is a

signal in a school telling children it's time to

go into the classroom, time to change

classes, time for lunch or time to return to

the classroom.

Years ago, all of the bells in Ireland took the

form of a physical bell which was rung

manually. However, in modern schools today

many bells are electronically operated.

Children will hear a bell sound, a tone, a

siren, chimes, or a piece of music.



The bell is a very important artefact in Scoil

Bhríde N.S. The bell has a wooden handle and

a brass body. It is kept on the shelf beside the

photocopier in the front hall. A similar bell which

is used as a spare is kept there also.

The bell rings every day on both small break

and lunch time, by the teacher on yard. The bell

is rung twice, the first is to remind every child to

freeze, and the second ring is to remind

children to walk slowly to their class lines.

In our new school, we will have an electronic

bell so that is a reason why we think our bell is

an important reminder of how life was in Scoil

Bhríde.





The Living History Project

 Fifth and Sixth Class

The children were asked to capture

school life on camera - 15 winning

photographs were chosen by their

teachers.





































"If history were taught in the form of stories, it

would never be forgotten."

 Rudyard Kipling


